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SHAD License v1.0 
Copyright © 2025 Khalid Hussain (SHAD). All rights reserved. 

 
Preamble 
This license governs the use, reproduction, modification, and distribution of the Work (as 
defined below). It is designed to: 

 Keep knowledge freely accessible for humanity 
 Ensure fair compensation from large-scale commercial exploitation 
 Maintain the creator's rights and recognition 
 Balance openness with sustainability 

This work is released openly to invite use and scrutiny; trademarks are retained solely to 
preserve attribution, scope, and provenance. This license is source-available and fair-use–
oriented; it is not intended to qualify as an OSI-approved open-source license. Use by entities 
generating over US$100 million per year in gross revenue shall require a separately negotiated 
license. 

 
1. Definitions 
"Work" means any creative or intellectual output released under this license, including but not 
limited to: 

 Written documents, papers, and manuscripts 
 Mathematical constants, formulas, and frameworks 
 Computational code and algorithms 
 Geometric models and diagrams 
 Methodological protocols and processes 

"You" means any individual, organization, or legal entity exercising rights under this license. 
"Commercial Use" means any use where the Work contributes, directly or indirectly, to 
revenue-generating activities, products, or services. 
"Annual Gross Revenue" means the total consolidated revenue of your organization and all 
affiliated entities under IFRS or GAAP accounting standards for the most recent fiscal year. 
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"Affiliated Entities" means parent companies, subsidiaries, and any entities under common 
ownership or control. 
"Derivative Work" means any modification, adaptation, translation, or work based upon the 
Work. 

 
2. Grant of Rights 
2.1 Free Use (No Permission Required) 
You are granted a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, royalty-free license to: 

 Use the Work for any purpose 
 Study, analyze, and research the Work 
 Reproduce the Work in academic papers, educational materials, and personal projects 
 Create and distribute Derivative Works 
 Implement the Work in products and services 

PROVIDED THAT your organization's Annual Gross Revenue does not exceed USD 
$100,000,000 (One Hundred Million United States Dollars). 
2.2 Attribution (Mandatory for All Uses) 
You must provide clear, visible attribution in any use or distribution of the Work: 
Minimum Attribution: 
Uses work by Khalid Hussain (SHAD). 
Source: https://www.birdshad.com 
License: SHAD License v1.0 
Preferred Attribution (Academic/Research): 
[Author]. [Work Title]. SHAD (Khalid Hussain), 2025. 
Available at: https://www.birdshad.com 
Licensed under SHAD License v1.0 
Attribution must not be removed, obscured, or modified in any Derivative Work. 
2.3 Commercial Use Above Revenue Threshold 
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If your organization's Annual Gross Revenue exceeds USD $100,000,000, you must: 
1. Contact love@birdshad.com before deploying the Work commercially 
2. Obtain written permission from the copyright holder 
3. Negotiate compensation terms in good faith 
4. Execute a separate commercial licensing agreement 

Failure to obtain such agreement constitutes copyright infringement and breach of this 
license. 

 
3. Specific Use Cases 
3.1 Always Free (Regardless of Revenue) 
The following uses are free under all circumstances: 

 ✅ Academic research and scholarly publication 
 ✅ Educational institutions (teaching, coursework, study) 
 ✅ Personal, non-commercial projects 
 ✅ Open-source projects (Publicly licensed source-available or open-development projects 

that do not generate commercial revenue) 
 ✅ Verification and validation of claims 
 ✅ News media reporting and commentary 
 ✅ Computational implementations for research purposes 

3.2 Free While Below $100M Threshold 
The following uses are free if your organization's revenue is below the threshold: 

 ✅ Startup companies building products 
 ✅ Small and medium-sized businesses (SMBs) 
 ✅ Enterprise internal applications 
 ✅ Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) products 
 ✅ Mobile and web applications 
 ✅ AI/ML model training and deployment 
 ✅ Financial modeling and analysis 
 ✅ Scientific computing platforms 

3.3 Requires Commercial License (Above $100M) 
The following entities must obtain commercial licenses: 
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 ✅ Large corporations (Fortune 500, equivalent) 
 ✅ Major technology companies 
 ✅ Financial institutions with >$100M revenue 
 ✅ Cloud service providers at scale (AWS, Azure, GCP) 
 ✅ Cryptocurrency/blockchain projects with >$100M market cap or annual transactions 

 
4. Derivative Works 
4.1 Copyleft Provision 
All Derivative Works must be released under this same license (SHAD License v1.0 or later 
compatible version). 
You must: 

 Clearly identify your modifications 
 Provide attribution to the original Work 
 Apply the same revenue threshold to your organization's revenue 

4.2 Compatibility 
If you create a Derivative Work that combines the Work with other materials: 

 The Derivative Work as a whole must be licensed under SHAD License v1.0 
 Other original components may retain their original licenses 
 Attribution must distinguish between original Work and additions 

 
5. Intellectual Property Grants 
5.1 Copyright 
Copyright in the Work remains with Khalid Hussain (SHAD). This license grants usage rights 
only; it does not transfer copyright ownership. 
5.2 Patent Rights 
If the copyright holder obtains patents related to the Work in the future, you are granted a 
worldwide, royalty-free patent license to practice those patents, subject to the same revenue 
threshold and attribution requirements stated herein. 
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Patent Retaliation: If you initiate patent litigation against the copyright holder concerning the 
Work or any Derivative Works, your license under this agreement terminates immediately. 
5.3 No Trademark License 
This license does not grant rights to use the trademarks, service marks, or trade names of the 
copyright holder, except as required for reasonable attribution as specified in Section 2.2. 
You may not: 

 Imply endorsement by the copyright holder 
 Use "SHAD," "birdshad," or related marks as product names without written permission 
 Claim affiliation with the copyright holder 

 
6. Restrictions 
6.1 Prohibited Actions 
You may NOT: 
✅ Remove, obscure, or modify attribution requirements 
✅ Claim patent rights over mathematical relationships or constants defined in the Work 
✅ Imply endorsement or sponsorship by the copyright holder 
✅ Use the Work to train AI models for commercial purposes if your revenue exceeds $100M 
(without separate agreement) 
✅ Sublicense or transfer your rights under this license 
✅ Misrepresent the origin, authorship, or nature of the Work 
6.2 Mathematical Facts vs. Expression 
This license covers the expression and presentation of mathematical relationships, not the 
mathematical facts themselves. If you independently discover and express the same 
mathematical relationships without reference to this Work, this license does not apply. 

 
7. Warranty Disclaimer 
THE WORK IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF 
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TROM: DeepSeek, Grok, Claude, ChatGPT and DeepAI, 

Rawalpindi-Pakistan  

https://www.birdshad.com/ Contact: SHAD (Khalid Hussain) – dvfilmspk@gmail.com 

MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, ACCURACY, OR 
NONINFRINGEMENT. 
The copyright holder makes no guarantees regarding: 

 Mathematical correctness (though verification tools are provided) 
 Suitability for any particular application 
 Computational accuracy or efficiency 
 Compatibility with existing systems or standards 
 Freedom from errors or defects 

 
8. Limitation of Liability 
IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, 
DAMAGES, OR OTHER LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, TORT, OR 
OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF, OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE WORK 
OR THE USE OR OTHER DEALINGS IN THE WORK. 
This includes but is not limited to: 

 Direct, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages 
 Loss of profits, data, or business opportunities 
 Costs of substitute goods or services 

Maximum liability, if any, shall not exceed USD $100. 
 

9. Governing Law and Dispute Resolution 
9.1 Governing Law 
This license is governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, without regard to conflict of law principles. 
9.2 International Enforceability 
For international disputes, parties agree: 

1. To recognize judgments under the Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreements 
(where applicable) 
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2. To submit to the jurisdiction of Pakistani courts for enforcement 
3. That this license is enforceable under the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary 

and Artistic Works 
9.3 Dispute Resolution Process 
Disputes shall be resolved in the following order: 

1. Good-faith negotiation (30 days) 
2. Mediation via mutually agreed mediator (60 days) 
3. Arbitration in Islamabad, Pakistan under UNCITRAL rules 
4. Final and binding arbitration decision 

 
10. Termination 
10.1 Automatic Termination 
Your rights under this license terminate automatically if you: 

 Fail to provide required attribution 
 Exceed the revenue threshold without obtaining commercial license 
 Breach any term of this license 
 Initiate patent litigation against the copyright holder 

10.2 Survival 
Upon termination: 

 You must cease all use and distribution of the Work 
 Derivative Works you have distributed remain subject to this license 
 Obligations regarding attribution and restrictions survive termination 

10.3 Reinstatement 
If your breach was unintentional and you cure the breach within 30 days of discovery, your 
license may be reinstated at the copyright holder's sole discretion. 

 
11. Miscellaneous 
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11.1 Severability 
If any provision of this license is held to be unenforceable, that provision shall be reformed only 
to the extent necessary to make it enforceable. All other provisions remain in full force. 
11.2 No Waiver 
Failure to enforce any provision does not constitute waiver of that provision or any other 
provision. 
11.3 Entire Agreement 
This license constitutes the entire agreement between you and the copyright holder regarding the 
Work. 
11.4 Amendments 
The copyright holder may publish revised versions of this license. You may choose to use the 
Work under the original version or any subsequent version. 
Derivative Works may specify which version of the SHAD License applies. 
11.5 Language 
The English version of this license is authoritative. Translations are provided for convenience 
only. 

 
12. Acceptance 
BY USING, COPYING, MODIFYING, OR DISTRIBUTING THE WORK, YOU 
INDICATE YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF THIS LICENSE AND ALL ITS TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS. 
If you do not agree to these terms, you have no permission to use the Work. 

 
13. Contact Information 
Copyright Holder: Khalid Hussain (SHAD) 
Email: love@birdshad.com 
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Website: https://www.birdshad.com 
GitHub: https://github.com/birdshad 
For commercial licensing inquiries (revenue > $100M), contact the above email address. 

 
License History 
Version 1.0 - December 2025 - Initial release 

 
Acknowledgments 
This license is inspired by: 

 Fair Source License 
 Business Source License (MariaDB BSL) 
 Server Side Public License (MongoDB SSPL) 
 Creative Commons Attribution principles 
 Open source licensing traditions 

It is designed to honor the principles of: 
 Open access to knowledge 
 Fair compensation for creators 
 Protection of intellectual work 
 Balance between sharing and sustainability 

 
"Knowledge is a trust. Share it wisely. Honor it always." 
— SHAD (Khalid Hussain), December 2025 

 
END OF LICENSE 
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